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SUB J : NIMEIRI’S MONTHLY TELEVISION SPEECH TO NATION 

1 . NIMEIRI GAVE TYPICAL "FACE-UP THE NATION" SPEECH 
FEBRUARY 20 ON RADIO AND TELEVISION, COMMENTING ON MAIL 
RECEIVED IN PAST MONTH CONCERNING ISSUES OF INTEREST TO 
PUBLIC. MOST OF SPEECH WAS DEVOTED TO GOOD NEWS ABOUT 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, INCLUDING ANNOUNCEMENT OF DUTY- 
FREE TRADE ZONE AT PORT SUDAN TO BE FINANCED WITH 

SAUDI ARABIAN HELP. NIMEIRI BEGAN DISCUSSION OF COMPLAINTS 
ABOUT SLOW PACE OF DEVELOPMENT AND UNEVEN DISTRIBUTION 
OF RESOURCES BY QUOTING EXTENSIVELY FROM SARCASTIC AND 
BITTERLY CRITICAL LETTER SUPPOSEDLY FROM SUDANESE CITIZEN 
WHO HAS RESIDED ABROAD SINCE "CATASTROPHE KNOWN AS MAY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 KHARTO 00806 2408 12Z 

REVOLUTION." NIMEIRI'S RESPONSE WAS IN SELF-DEPRECATING 
GOOD HUMOR. HE THEN READ LETTER FROM LOCAL DOCTOR 
COMPLAINING ABOUT "BRAIN DRAIN" AND SUGGESTING HEAVY 
TAXES FOR SUDANESE LIVING ABROAD. 

2. ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, NIMEIRI SURVEYED WITH SATISFACTION 
LIBYAN AND CHADIAN EVENTS. HE SAID ETHIOPIA HAS NOT YET 
REPLIED TO HIS LETTER WHICH CONTAINS PLAN TO END 
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ETHIOPIAN SOMALIAN CONFLICT BUT HE WILL KEEP TRYING. 

NIMEIRI POINTED OUT THAT USSR IS NOW ENEMY OF SAME 
LAND AND SAME PEOPLE THAT LAST YEAR SOVIETS WERE BEFRIENDING 
AS "OPPRESSED." HE SAID "SOMALIA AID CHANGED INTO 
SOMALIA ATTACK AND SOMALIA DEFENSE CHANGED INTO DIRECT 
AGGRESSION AGAINST SOMALIA. PROMISES FOR DEVELOPMENT 
CHANGED INTO GUNS AND BOMBS, EXPERTS AND ADVISORS AND 
EVEN INTO FIGHTERS AMONG RANKS OF SOVIET ALLIES AND 
SATELLITES." WHAT HAPPENED IN SOMALIA WILL EVENTUALLY 
HAPPEN "IN SAME AFRICAN COUNTRY IN WHICH SOVIET UNION 
IS NOW MOVING." HE CONCLUDED WITH TYPICAL WARNING TO 
USSR AND ITS ALLIES TO GET OUT OF AFRICA. 

3. COMMENT: SPEECH WAS SELF-ASSURED AND CONFIDENT 
EXHORTATION TO SUDANESE TO BEAR WITH PRESENT DIFFICUL- 
TIES BECAUSE NTM F. TR T'S GOVERNMENT IS IMPROVING AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WITH PROSPERITY IS ON THE WAY. 

NTM F. TRT'S GOOD-NATURED WAY OF QUOTING WITH RELISH 
INSULTING CRITICISMS OF HIMSELF AND HIS POLICIES IS BASED 
ON SHREWD APPRAISAL OF SUDANESE PSYCHOLOGY, NOT ON SF.T.F- 
SOUBT OR WEAKNESS. MOST SUDANESE LIKE TO COMPLAIN ABOUT 
THEIR LEADERS. POMPOSITY AND STUFFINESS OF OTHER 
AFRICAN DICTATORS WOULD NOT SERVE IN SUDAN. IN FACT, 

CRITICISMS WHICH NIMEIRI QUOTES ABOUT RISING PRICES, 

SCARCITIES, LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN OFFICIALS, ETC., 

ARE POPULAR. BY OFFERING CANDID CONCERN AND RE- 
ASSURANCES, HE MAKES UP TO SOME EXTENT FOR LACK OF 
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PROMPT SOLUTIONS. AS FAR AS ONE CAN JUDGE, HIS 
STYLE IS BECOMING MORE SUCCESSFUL AND GAINING NIMEIRI A 
DEGREE OF PUBLIC CONFIDENCE AND EVEN AFFECTION NOT 
APPARENT A YEAR AGO. 

BERGUS 
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